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INTRODUCTION

“Dwelling of Christ in us through faith” 

 “Should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ 
through the gospel” (Eph 3:6)  

“...by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that 
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2Peter 1:4) St. Paul commanded us to 
do this saying, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:17).  

This message is also given in Colossians 1:27: “To them God willed to make known 
what the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.” Christ dwelling in us gives us hope because He has granted 
us salvation and the promise of eternal life. 

A person can be a witness for Christ through their behaviour; a faithful heart that 
lets God govern his life demonstrates the love of Christ through his thoughts and 
actions. 
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BAPTISM 

Renewal through baptism does not prevent someone from committing sin afterwards, 
otherwise this would take away man’s free will. “Do not lie to one another, since you 
have put off the old man with his deeds and have put on the new man who is renewed 
in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him” (Colossians 3:9-10). 

The nature of man is renewed through baptism. A man’s body is renewed as he dies and 
resurrects with Christ. “The inward man is being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 
4:16). The life of a man is renewed through continuous repentance. 

Objectives 

-To understand the rituals of the sacrament of baptism.

-To know the importance of the sacrament of baptism and why it is necessary for every
Christian.

-Explain the work of the Holy Spirit in this sacrament.

-Understand the significance of why water is used in baptism. To appreciate the
significance of water in the Bible.

Practical Application 

-Explore water in the bible where is it referenced and what usage does it have?

-Go through the ritual of baptism and explain the significance of the biblical
readings and their meaning for the sacrament.

-Demonstrate the different typologies of this sacrament in the Bible and why they
represent baptism.

Suggested References: 

- Coptic Reader

- Following Book:

http://www.orthodoxebooks.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/SACRAMENT%20OF%20BAPTISM%20-%20HG%20Bishop%20Mettaous.pdf

BAPTISM
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DIVINE LITURGY 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son and 
sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not 
willing to come “. For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:2-3,14). The 
Kingdom of Heaven is for every man who opens his heart to the Lord Jesus. The throne 
of God and His angels can also be accessed through the Church, which is the Lord’s 
house and his dwelling place, where His people can come, worship, and enjoy God’s 
presence and worship. 

“The banquet” is a reference to the sacrifice that must be done to atone for our sins. In 
the Old Testament, animal sacrifices were made however, our Lord Jesus was the 
ultimate sacrifice, for all sins past, present and future. 

Objectives 

-To be able to identify the different parts of the divine liturgy.

-Identify the role of incense in the liturgy and why is it used and what is its significance?

-Be familiar with the rituals of the liturgy and what is their meaning and significance.

-Understand the different components of the liturgy -Raising of Incense,
Liturgy of the Catechumens and Liturgy of the Faithful.

Practical Application 

-Have an exercise where you bake the holy bread and explain why the
components are important?

-Choose any part of the liturgy and reference the text back to the Holy Bible.
Explain the significance of it.

-Explain how the liturgy refers to the central theme?

Suggested references: 

-The Kholagy (Coptic Reader)

-The Holy Bible

https://smsj.ca/Deacons/References/Books/Understanding%20the%20Liturgy.pdf 

http://www.copticbook.net/books/20091020001.pdf 

DIVINE LITURGY
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BOOK OF JOSHUA 

1. The Lord appointed Joshua, son of Nun, to lead His people after Moses’ death.
Moses was
not permitted to enter the Promised Land because he disobeyed God in Numbers
20: 8-
12. God instructed him to speak to the rock and let it bring forth water,
however, Moses struck the rock twice instead.

2. Moses symbolizes the Law that cannot save. Joshua was appointed to lead the
people into the Promise Land. This symbolizes the new covenant for salvation
and admission to the Kingdom of Heaven through the death and resurrection of
Christ.

3. The Lord promised the Hebrews that every place that the sole of their foot will
tread upon shall be given to them.

4. The Lord asked Joshua to divide the land. Joshua then started to prepare the
people for the crossing of the Jordan River to inherit the Promised Land. God
said that this land extended from the wilderness and Lebanon to the
Euphrates River.

5. The Lord promised Joshua that “No man shall be able to stand before you all the
days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor
forsake you. Be strong and of good courage” (Joshua 1:5-6).

6. The Lord commanded Joshua to be courageous, observe all the laws that Moses
commanded unto him and not stray from it. Joshua was instructed to not let the
Book of Law depart from his mouth, and that he should meditate in it day and
night, for whenever the Word of God is within us, we can do all things.

Objectives 

-Understand the background and history of the book.

-Summarise a brief outline of each chapter and outline general outline of the book.

-Know the symbols of Christ in character of Joshua.

Practical Application 

-Outline God’s faithfulness to His people and by implication to me as a believer.

-Go through how the people of Israel and by implication to me as a believer responds
to God in my life.

BOOK OF JOSHUA
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Suggested references: 

- The Holy Bible

- Following Book:
https://www.ukmidcopts.org/kotob/Fr%20Tadros%20Malaty/Commentary%20on%20the%
20Book%20of%20Joshua.pdf

BOOK OF JOSHUA
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WITNESSING FOR CHRIST WITHIN US 

Witnessing for Christ does not require special gifts, education, money, or skills. All it 
requires is true and fruitful faith in Jesus Christ. 

Objectives 

-Explore the saints of the church and how they differentiated themselves from the world.

-Explain how they were a true representation of Christ in their lives?

-The impact they had on those around them.

Practical Application 

-Analyze and meditate on the life of a saint and how you can live like them in your
contemporary life?

-Study some of the sayings and wisdom of the desert mothers and fathers.

Suggested references: 

-Coptic Synaxarium https://stnoufer.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/coptic-synexarium.pdf

-The Hermit Fathers http://www.copticbook.net/books/20130207001.pdf

WITNESSING FOR CHRIST
WITHIN US
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Psalm 19Psalm 19

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble; May the name 
of the god of Jacob defend you; May He send you help from the 
sanctuary, and strengthen you out of Zion; May He remember all 
your offerings, and accept your burnt sacrifice. May He grant you 
according to your heart’s desire, and fulfill all your purpose. We will 
rejoice in your salvation, and in the name of our god we will set up 
our banners! May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that 
the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer 

(Psalm 19 in Agpeya, Psalm 20 in Bible)

(Psalm 22 in Agpeya, Psalm 23 in Bible)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie 
down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He 
restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His 
name’s sake. even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup 
runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever. Alleluia

Psalm 22Psalm 22

MemorizationMemorization
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John.14: 26-15:4John.14: 26-15:4
(Gospel of the Third Hour in Agpeya)

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me say to you, `I 
am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 
would rejoice because I said, `I am going to the Father,’ for My 
Father is greater than I. and now I have told you before it comes, 
that when it does come to pass, you may believe. I will no longer 
talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and He has 
nothing in Me.  But that the world may know that I love the Father, 
and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. arise, let us 
go from here. I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to 
you. abide in Me, and I in you. Glory be to God Forever. Amen.
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